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DEAR
STUDENT

Please find enclosed our 2025 Junior Cycle Night Before Notes. |
hope that they make a big impact in your exam preparations.

From all the staff here at Ashfield College, | wish you the very
best in your studies and in your examinations.

Please don't hesitate to contact us as you look towards your
future studies.

Kind regards,

Philip Curry
Principal at Ashfield College

At Ashfield College we are renowned for our Grinds, Revision
Courses and full-time Leaving Certificate Programmes.

At Ashfield College we are renowned for our Grinds, Revision Courses and full-time Leaving Certificate
Programmes. For more than 45 years we have been providing successful exam support and this year is
no different. After the success of last year’s Junior Certificate Night Before Notes and all of the positive
feedback received we have decided to continue our Night Before Notes for the students of 2025.

Teachers at our Dundrum campus are recognised as being among the leading educators in Ireland.
These Night Before Notes are designed to give Junior Cycle Students an edge in final revision.

Subject content has been concentrated into important exam tips and revision notes
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KEY STEPS TO

C trate when Studyi
@ Practice is Key @ Start Early ar?cril c&eelL;ar: %uer:e”u ying

Don’t just sit there reading our The earlier you start revising, When you need to work online use a
notes. Write them, repeat them  the less stressed you will browser blocking app that will help you to
out loud and subsequently, get. Get through your subject  control your online behaviour. This means
learn them. Practice writing notes before the essential that when you are logging on to watch our
neatly against the clock. When online revision class and our  Essentials class, you won’t get distracted
time is limited some students subject experts will help to by social media sites you have temporarily
start to scribble. However, if the consolidate instead of the blocked. Set a block timer for two hours
examiner can’t read it you won’t information into your brain. and get to work. After the time is up,
get the marks. reward yourself with a 15 minute break to
scroll through whatever feeds you please.

KEY STEPS TO SUCCESS | KEY STEPS TO SUCCESS | KEY STEPS TO SUCCESS | KEY STEPS TO SUCCESS | KEY STEPS TO SUCCESS | KEY STEPS TO SUCCESS | KI

®

During the Exam Itself

Creating a time plan and choosing questions

Plan which questions you intend on answering and the amount of time you will allot for each one.

It may seem like a waste of time but it is essential to a good grade. Reading through all of the questions
before answering is important. The paper will be set to throw you with the first question and some of
the later questions will probably be easier to answer. Read each question carefully and highlight the key
words. If a question begins with ‘Explain’ it means you need to go into depth however, if a question says
‘Briefly’ mention you can save time and get the same marks with bullet points.

Label all questions clearly. However make life easier for the examiner

As it appears on the exam paper ie; Section 1a Q1 Part A

Start every question on a new page
The exam is not the place to conserve paper (examiners don’t give extra
marks for this).

Leave gaps between mini paragraphs

Leaving gaps makes big blocks of text far easier to read.

Straight to the Point

“Hello examiner, | have decided for this question to choose option A as | feel
it.....” - Introducing your question in this way will not impress examiners. Itis a

Name and Explain
Name your point and explain it to show the examiner your knowledge
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SUCCESS

@ Marking Schemes @ Maintaining a Positive Attitude

Make sure you know the marking A positive attitude will dissuade « Eat a healthy breakfast to give
schemes inside out. This is prob- stress and panic. It may seem you energy

ably the easiest place to pick up obvious, but it’s the little things
marks at this stage. If you know that count. Try your best to stay
exactly what the examiner is positive by following the steps
looking for you are guaranteed below:

to improve your grade. Prioritise
your time for questions that
award more marks.

« Arrive early so you have time to
compose yourself and adjust to
your surroundings

« On exam day, avoid people
who are likely to make dramatic
statements that could cause you
stress

« Get a good night’s sleep and
hydrate well. Your brain needs to
be hydrated to perform

| KEY STEPS TO SUCCESS | KEY STEPS TO SUCCESS | KEY STEPS TO SUCCESS | KEY STEPS TO SUCCESS | KEY STEPS TO SUCCESS | | KEY STEPS TO SUCCESS

@ End of the Exam

If you are running out of time jot down all of the information you have on the topic.
Examiners can award marks for showing your knowledge. Overall, remember that an
examiner MUST give marks for knowledge that is displayed, so make sure you put everything
you know on that booklet.
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Overview:

@

This is a 2 hour exam

®

There can be any number
of sections with different
marks awarded per
section.

@

Be mindful of the marks
allocated to each question
also.

Avoid spending too much
time on one question
over another if it has
significantly less marks.

@

Answer ALL questions

®

On the first page of the
exam paper there will be a
description of the layout
of the exam, as well as a
suggested amount of time
to spend on each section

Use your ‘Optional Rough
Work’ boxes as they will
help you plan your answers

ENGLISH

®

There are five past exam
papers to look at: 2017,
2018,2019, 2022 and 2023.

®

Highlight the suggested
allocated time!

It may say, ‘Spend 45
minutes on Section A’ so
after these 45 minutes,
move onto the next
section.

®

Underline the key words in
every question before you
attempt to answer it.

A clear focus on the
question is imperative in
this exam.

You cannot get marks for
answering a question that
is not on the paper.
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Unseen Poetry

Poetic Techniques

Alliteration:

The repetition of first letter con-
sonant sounds, e.g. ‘I hear lake
water lapping with low sounds by
the shore.”

Cacophony:

Harsh or discordant sounds,

often the result of repetition and
combination of consonants within
a group of words.

Hyperbole:

Exaggeration of ideas in order to
emphasise a point/emotion.

Personification:

Giving human qualities to an
inanimate object

E.g.: ‘How Love fled and paced
upon the mountains overhead’

Symbol:

A word which stands for something
more than the object to which it
refers. For example, a rose may be
a symbol of love and a dove may
be a symbol of peace.

Allusion:

A reference to another writer or to
something else which is not really part
of the main body of the poem.

E.g.: “He was a real Romeo with the
ladies.” Romeo isa character in Shake-
speare’s play, Romeo and Juliet, and
was very romantic in expressing his love
for Juliet.

Couplet:

Two successive lines of poetry which
have the same rhythm and rhyme.
These two lines often contain a
complete thought. All of Shakespeare’s
sonnets end with a couplet. Here is an
example from Shakespeare’s “Shall |
Compare Thee™:

“So long as men can breathe, or eyes
can see, So long lives this, and this
gives life to thee.”

Metaphor:

A comparison which does not use the
words ‘like’, ‘as’, or ‘than’. E.g. “My
loveis ared, red rose.”

Repetition:

Repeated words or phrases can
emphasise the idea which is the poet is
exploring. Repetition often occurs near
the end of the poem and can help to
bring it to a pleasing close.

Theme:

The main message or idea of the poem
-what the poem is about. It is not the
story of the poem. E.g.: Love, War,
Family, Nostalgia, Death, Politics etc.

Assonance:

The repetition of vowel sounds

Enjambment / Run-On
Lines:

When a sentence continues

into the next line of the poem
without any punctuation mark.
Enjambment is often used to
suggest fast action or movement.
Enjambment is sometimes called
a “run-on line.”

Onomatopoeia:

When a word sounds like its
meaning.

Examples of onomatopoeia:
Squelch, Thud, Slap, Cackle.

Simile:

A comparison in which uses the
words ‘like’, ‘as’, or ‘than’,
Examples: ‘My love is like a

red, red rose. ‘As under a deep
green sea/ | saw him drowning’
Sibilance: A more specific type
of alliteration that relies on the
repetition of soft consonant
sounds ‘S’ sounds in words to
create a wooshing or hissing
sound in the writing.

Tone:

The poet’s mood or attitude
towards the subject of the poem
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UNSEEN TOPICS

Unseen Speech

« Emotive Language

« Repetition

« Persuasive Language
« Rhetorical Questions
+ Inclusive Language

« Set

» Props

« Costume

+ Acting

+ Directing

+ Plot

« Setting- Physical location, time
period, social values

» Characterisation
« Descriptive Writing
+ Dialogue

« Opening & Ending

Unseen Extract
From A Play

« Set

» Props

« Costume

+ Acting

+ Directing

« Special Effects
« Lighting

+ Music

+ Dialogue

« Stage Directions

Novel

on:

and peers

4, Style
5. Setting

8. Theme

Studied

10. Relationships

Here are some key areas to focus
1. Characters study (especially
development)

2. Relevance of themes to you

3. Mood and atmosphere

6. Surprise/Tension and climax

7. Review/recommendation

9. Openings and Endings

Studied
Poetry

« Poems on a particular theme:
war, love, death, childhood, nos-
talgia, education, family.

« Poems you would recommend
« Interesting place or time

« Sound effects or musical qual-
ities

«Vivid or sensual imagery

« Compare two poems by the
same poet

« Interesting language
« Favourite poet

« Speech about a particular poem
that you liked.

Tips:

« You must know the name of the
poem and the poet.

« You cannot use the unseen poem as
your studied poem

« Always check the marks allotted to
each part of the question

« You will definitely be asked to
comment on language and imagery
in the poem.

« Knowledge of poetry techniques is
essential.

« Underline any key words in the
question- what are you being asked
about?

» Know your quotes - approx 5 per
poem will suffice.

» Make a plan for your answers-
always use PQE method of
answering!

When describing how an image
or technique is effective, try and
use the following words:

. Effective

. Gripping

. Striking

. Compelling

1

2

3

4

5. Engrossing
6. Fascinating
7. Intriguing
8. Stimulating
9

. Thought provok-
ing
10. Riveting

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Amuses
Captures
Creates
Emphasises
Engages
Evokes
Fascinates
Moves
Persuades

Provokes
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Studied Drama Functional
(Shakespeare) Writing

Ensure you know the layout and
register (tone) associated with each
« Key relationships of these styles:

« Key scenes

+ Key Characters .
 Diary Entry
« Opening & Ending

il « Email
« Soliloqu
a « Speech

« Directing a scene
* Report

« Impact and relevance of

Shakespeare +Monologue
« Interview
* Letter
+Blog

« Descriptive
Writing

« Magazine Article

+» Scene/Dialogue

Quoting

For each topic you need to have approximately 4-5 quotes prepared.
« Flashcards for each topic - favourite character, key moments for the theme, key moments for setting etc.

+ Use the quotes only to support a point you are making i.e. P.Q.E.

Example:

Point:

Lennie in Of Mice And Men looks up to George and never wants to make him angry with him.
Quote:

We see this when Lennie says ‘I was only joking George, | don’t want no ketchup’

Explain:

Although Lennie rarely understands the full extent of any situation, he is very careful never to upset George and realises
quite quickly here that he is pushing the boundaries with him thus pretends he was joking about the ketchup.

How to write it in the exam

Lennie in ‘Of Mice and Men’ looks up to George and never wants to aggravate him. We see this when Lennie says ‘I was
only joking George, | don’t want no ketchup’. Although Lennie rarely understands the full extent of any situation, he

is very careful never to upset George and realises quite quickly here that he is pushing the boundaries with him thus
pretends he was joking about the ketchup
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HISTORY

Overview:

@

This is a 2 hour exam

@

So, as far as we know,
there can be any number
of sections with different
marks awarded per
section.

@

Make sure to write
substantial answers for
longer questions - you can
judge this by the amount
of space you are given to
write. Lots of marks were
lost by students in 2023 for
not doing this properly.

Underline the key words
in these longer questions
before answering

@

Answer ALL questions

®

On the first page of the
exam paper there will be a
description telling you the
number of questions on
the paper.

These answers were worth
15 marks (5 x 3 marks) or
18 marks (6 x 3 marks)

In these answers, 3 marks
were awarded for:

A valid, relevant point

A development of a valid
point that offers new
information

®

There is two past exam
papers to look at (2022,
2023) as well as an SEC
Sample Paper.

®

If it doesn’t state the
marks on offer, it is
important to take account
of how many questions are
on the paper and manage
your time to ensure you
complete the exam.

®

Other answers were
marked on a sliding scale,
usually in the following
way: 2.3m = very good

2m = fair/good

1m = weak

0Om = no attempt/incorrect/
irrelevant
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Topic Keywords
Nature of History Primary source Opinion Stratigraphy
. . Secondary source Prehistor Artefact
Historians and Y g
Archaeologists Propaganda Radiocarbon dating Bias
Fact Dendrochronology Evidence
Ancient Rome Aqueduct Toga Dowry
Plebian Domus Villa
Patrician Insulae
Dole Stola
.. Monastery Manuscript Chalice
Early Christian _ o
Ireland Round tower High Cross Scriptorium
Tonsure Beehive hut
Crozier Scribe
Middle Ages/Medieval Medieval times Serf Chivalry
times Middle Ages Apprentice Pillory and stocks
Feudal system Page Manor
Knight Squire Black Death
Peasant Guild Tithe
Vassal Fallow Fief
The Renaissance Renaissance Architecture Astronomy

Anatomy Sfumato The Last Supper

Gothic Perspective Tempera

Patron Vernacular Mona Lisa

Classical Statue of David

Fresco Humanism

Conquest Portolan chart Treaty of Tordesillas
Age of Conquest and Colonisati Aot The slave trad
Colonization olonisation ztecs e slave trade

Genocide Incas Haciendas

Exploration Log and lineand a Caravel

Empire sandglass Latitude

Impact Conquistadors Longitude
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The Reformation

The Reformation

Heresy

Absenteeism

(Reformer-Martin Protestant ;Fos;i;ication by faith Pluralism
Luther) Jesuits Abuces Papal bull
Indulgences Diet of Worms
95 theses Simony Peace of Augsburg
Inquisition Nepotism Council of Trent
The Ulster Plantation Plantation Unionist Undertaker
Identity The Pale Servitor
Conquest Brehon law Arable farming
Confiscation Common law Pastoral farming
Apprentice Boys Military conquest Tories
Bawn The Nine Years War
Nationalist Flight of the Earls
. Revolution The Quartering Act Intolerable Acts
The American
Revolution Colony The Stamp Act Continental Congress
(Option to study Colonist The Sons of Liberty Declaration of
French Revolution) The Seven Years War ‘No taxation without Independence
and representation’ Valley Forge
Navigation Acts Boston Massacre Treaty of Paris
British debt Boston Tea Party
1798 Rebellion Parliamentary tradition  Penal laws Scullabogue
Physical force Tithe Yeomanry
Nationalism Subdivided Pikeman
Unionism The United Irishmen Act of Union
Rebellion Bantry Bay R. Emmet Rising 1803
Protestant Ascendancy  Croppies Fenian Rising 1867
19th century Industrial Revolution Rocket Transportation
Industrial Society Steam engine Bloody Code Silent system
Transport Revolution Peelers

The Great Famine and
Irish Diaspora

Famine
Cottiers
Emigration

Subdivision of land

Irish Diaspora
Indian corn
Workhouse

Public work schemes

Blight

Laissez faire
Coffin ship
Soup Kitchens

The GAA

GAA

Cultural revival
De-anglicization
American Invasion
IRB

Croke Park
Separatist tradition
RIC

Amateur

Rule 27

Rule 21
Rule 42
Bloody Sunday
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Parliamentary Tradition

Daniel O’Connell and Charles
Stewart Parnell

(This can be done when

Act of Union
Catholic Association
Catholic Rent

Abolition Movement
Home Rule

Home Rule League

Obstructionism
Land Wars

Kilmainham Treaty

. X Penal Laws Irish Parliamentary Balance of Power
doing Chapter 15 with John Party
Redmond and Edward Carson)

. . Nationalism Guerrilla warfare Blood Sacrifice
Nationalism and . ,
Unionism in Ireland Unionism IRA IP‘rohclamatlon of the
1911-23 Home Rule First Dail ns

Act of Union Soloheadbeg Republic
Redmond and Carson Parliamentary tradition  RIC GPO
_(I_Pa:'il.itqme)ntary Cultural revolution Flying columns Sinn Féin Helga
raaition ipti
1911 Parliament Act The Squad Conscription

IVF
UVF

Solemn League and
Covenant

Larne gun-running

Civil war

Black and Tans
Auxiliaries
Government of Ireland
Act, 1920

RUC

IRB

B-Specials
Delegation
Anglo-Irish Treaty, 1921
Dominion

Governor-general

Oath of allegiance

National Volunteers Military Council Regulars
Abstentionism 1916 Rising Irregulars
Passive resistance Munster Republic
Nazi Germany Democracy Enabling Law Herrenvolk
Dictatorship Gestapo Nuremberg Laws

Fascism
Communism
Anti-Semitism
Propaganda
Pogrom

Nazi Party

Racism

Night of the Long
Knives

The People’s Radio
Nuremberg Rallies
Hitler Youth

League of German

Maidens

Night of the Broken
Glass

Star of David

With Burning Anxiety
Martin Niemoller
Strength through Joy

Lebensraum

Soviet Russia

Vladimir Lenin
Josef Stalin
Communism
Dictatorship
Bolsheviks

Gulag

Cult of personality
Purges

Show trials
Zinoviev, Kamenev,
Trotsky

NKVD

Industrialisation
Collectivisation
GOSPLAN

Five Year Plans
Kulaks
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Blitzkrieg Heinkels H-bomb
wwii Phoney War Battle of Kursk RAF
Radar Operation Overlord Luftwaffe
Blitz Operation Bagration Manhattan Project
D-Day Mulberry piers Marshall Aid

Scorched earth
Atomic bomb
Dunkirk

Operation Dynamo

Battle of the Bulge
VE-Day

Pearl Harbor
Battle of Midway

Nuremberg Trials
Lend-Lease Scheme
Operation Barbarossa
Battle of Stalingrad

Genocide and The

Spitfires Battle of Iwo Jima U-boat

Hurricanes Hiroshima Decolonization
Messerschmitts Nagasaki The United Nations
Stukas VJ-Day

Genocide Pogroms Einsatzgruppen

Holocaust Armenian genocide The Holocaust Final Solution
Rwandan massacre The Evian Conference Zyklon-B
Darfur genocide The Wannsee Auschwitz
Racism Conference Death marches
Anti-Semitism Ghetto

Ireland and WW2 Neutrality Rationing Curragh camp
Emergency Powers Act ~ Compulsory tillage Harland and Wolff
The ‘Emergency’ order Belfast Blitz
Censorship Glimmer men Irland Redaktion

North Strand bombing

The Cold War Superpowers Truman Doctrine Korean War
Cold War ICBMS North Korea
Soviet satellite states Berlin Blockade Cuban Missile Crisis
Capitalism Operation Vittles Bay of Pigs
Communism Berlin Wall Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
Iron curtain NATO
Marshall Plan Warsaw Pact

Women in 20th Domestic servant Cumann na mBan Irish Women'’s

Century Ireland

Irish Women’s
Franchise

League

Suffragette

Marriage bar

Commission for the
Status of Women

Employment Equality
Act

Liberation Movement
Chains or Change
Contraceptive Train
NICRA
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1960s in European
and world history

Space Race

Vietnam War

Containment

Civil Rights Movement

Youth Culture

Vatican Il

Sputnik Passive resistance Chinese Cultural
Apollo 11 Decolonization Revolution
Emigration Teilifis Eireann Free Secondary
1960s in Irish history First Programme for Late Late Show Education
Economic Expansion Ballad boom
Swinging Sixties NICRA
The Troubles The Troubles SDLP strike
Nationalist Internment Hunger strikes
Paramilitary Power-sharing The Anglo-Irish
Unionist Bloody Sunday Agreement, 1985
Discrimination Direct Rule The Downing Street
Partition The Sunningdale Declaration
Gerrymandering Agreement The Good Friday
Battle of the Bogside Ulster Workers’ Council Agreement
The EU European unity Internqtlonal co- Feudalism
operation
e IS . EEC The Normans
Ireland’s links with The Charter of
Treaty of Rome The Nine Years War
Europe

Common market

Fundamental Rights

Missionaries

Technological Johannes Gutenberg Steam engine Astrolabe
developments and Printing press Railway Age H-bomb
innovation Caravel Atomic bomb Portolan charts
Carvel-built Manhattan Project Chernobyl
Log and lineand a Lateen sails
sandglass Rudder
Knots Compass
Health and medicine Inoculation Chloroform
OR Crime and Bloody Code Transportation
punishment

Anesthetics
Peelers

Antiseptics

Gaols Act 1823
Separate system

Silent system

Page 17
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GAEILGE

T2 Marcanna & Plean Ama 2
hours, 270 marks.

T2 Marcanna (2022)
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Léamhthuiscint agus Cluastuiscint

Téarmai Rialta (Regular Terms)

Revise the following vocab as it is frequently found on the listening and
reading comprehension.
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Téama - Theme

Ta neart téamai sa drama seo/sa scéal seo mar shampla - There are plenty of themes, for example....
____________ is ea é téama an drama seo - is the theme of this play Is Grscéal dramatdil

é gan aon amhras ar bith - it’s a dramatic novel without doubt. Faightear léargas faoi - an insight is
gotten about...

Mothucan - Emotion

Ta neart mothichain le feicedil san Grscéal seo - plenty of emotions to be seen. Is é aiféala an
Mothulchan is laidre dar liom - regret is the strongest theme. déarfainn go bhfuil aiféalaar ________ -1
would say feels regret.

Is décha gur mhothaigh si brénach - it is clear she felt sad.

Is féidir liom a mhothd nuair a - | can feel when

Is é dioma an mothlchéan is laidre sa drama seo - disappointment is the strongest emotion in this play

Caithfidh mé a ra gurb é dioma an mothlchan is ldidre - | have to say disappointment is the strongest
emotion

Suiomh - Setting

Ta an scéal/drama seo suite i/sa/san... This story/play is situated in

Feictear cupla it ina bhfuil an t-Grscéal suite - This novel is set in a few places Tarlaionn na
n-imeachtai i - The events happen in

Mo Bharuil — My Opinion

Chuir sé bron orm - it made me sad.

Bhraith mé go raibh mé ar ti chun pléascadh amach ag caoineadh - | felt as though | was about to burst
out crying.

Nior mhothaigh mé - | didn’t feel
Mhothaigh mé - | felt

Gaeilge

I mo thuairim féin, cheap mé go sé réasinta éasca an drama/an leabhar a

thuiscint - In my opinion, | thought that it was reasonably easy to understand the drama/ book.
Thuig mé é - 1 understood it. Thuig mé gach focail - | understood every word

Gaeilge | mo thuairim féin, cheap mé go sé réasinta éasca an drama/an leabhar a thuiscint - In my
opinion, | thought that it was reasonably easy to understand the drama/ book.

Thuig mé é - | understood it.

Thuig mé gach focail - | understood every word
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Buaicphointe/ Nathanna Ginearalta

Is brea liom an scéal seo - | love this story
Bhi an t-urscéal/an drama seo corraitheach - this novel/drama was exciting
Is féidir linn ceacht a fhoghlaim 6n Urscéal/6n drama - we can learn a lesson from this novel/drama

is é an buaicphointe an drama is tabhachtai dar liom-The ____ is the climax of
the play according to me.

Verbs

Ceapaim go bhfuil/go raibh - | think that it is/ it was

Measaim go bhfuil/go raibh - | feel it is/was
Cheap mé - | thought
Mhothaigh mé - | felt

Mothaim - | feel

ALWAYS Read your questions carefully!

Cluastuiscint

Revise: Na huimhreacha, datai agus am, Mionna na Bliana srl.

- highlight the key words, and if you are unsure of your answer write down what you hear when you hear
the keywords!

Léamhthuiscint

The final question often calls for you to use the modh coinniollach! Déarfainn - | would say / Mholfainn - |
would recommend.

| d’fhocail féin = in your own words.

Litriocht

- For the literature questions, be familiar with the plot, themes, characters, emotions and imagery of each
text.

- Be prepared to use the information you know to write letters, emails and texts.

- If in doubt about how to say something, keep it simple and correct.

Gramadach

- For spelling ; Caol le caol leathan le leathan, and revise grammar rules for the 10 markers (séimhid, urd,
adiacht shealbhach srl)

- Be confident conjugating verbs in the past, present and future tense! Go n-eiri an t- adh leat!
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MATHS

Algebra

What is Algebra?

Algebra is a study of unknown values and variables (that is not constant). On the other hand, algebraic
equations help us determine these unknown values in any mathematical problem.

Why do we study Algebra and where it is
applied in real-life?

Life is full of randomness. We cannot control the world around us, but we can manage it with better
decisions. This requires a problem-solving mindset. There are many real-life examples where we need
to analyse unknown values and variables such as creating a budget, planning for holidays, shopping,
managing time, house construction, fuel prices, applying for loan, or planning for retirement. These
are some notable examples where we apply the concepts of algebra.

How to solve a linear Equation in one variable?

Step-1: Simplify i.e., remove any brackets, get rid of fractions, or add like terms.
Step-2: Get x on one side (usually left).
Step-3: Get numbers onto other side.

Step-4: Divide by number (if any) in front of x to solve.

Example: [Note: “10x” means 10 times x (multiplication)
2(2x - 4) =12 - 3(2x - 1) because there is no sign between 10 and x. Thus,
4x -8 =12 - 6x + 3 [Step 3] it is multiplication by default.]

4x + 6x =12+ 3 + 8 [Step - 2] =23 [step 4]

10x = 23 [Step - 3] X=10
X

= 2.3 [Solution]




How to solve an equation
with fractions?

To get rid of fractions, we multiply everything by the
lowest common denominator [LCD = 6].

X X _
6 27>

Multiplying both sides by 6 we get
—-—=6X5

x - 3x=30

-2x=30 [Note: -2x means -2 times x i.e.,
X ="

x =-15[ Solution]

Trigonometry involves mathematical concepts that deal
with triangles, angles, and lengths. In the past, it helped
us understand the tracking of the stars and navigating the
oceans. You would be amazed to know that Trigonometry
is broadly used in astronomy, sound waves, navigation,
marine biology, aviation, industry of manufacturing, crime
investigations, medical imaging and many other fields.
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Golden Rules

You can only add like terms if both
are on the same side of the equation.

If you add /subtract/multiply/ divide
something to the left, then you must
do the same thing to the right side of
the equation.

Golden Rules

1.Pythagorean theorem is applied when
you have two sides given and want to
find the third side.

2.Trig ratios are applied when you have
two sides given and want to find an
angle or an angle and side are given and
want to find the second side.

3.Please do not apply trig ratios and
Pythagorean theorem in a triangle other
than right-angled triangle.

X2 = 42 + 72
X2=16+49
X2 =65
x = 165 =8.06cm
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Applied Arithmetic

Applied arithmetic involved money-related problems. This includes the following topics:
+ Income Tax and Net pay

. Compound Interest

. 24

+ Currency exchange

« Profit and Loss

Income and Net pay

There are mainly three statutory deductions that must be paid to the state. They are Income tax, Pay-
related social insurance (PRSI), and Universal Social Charge (USC).

1l.Income tax is to cover the cost of public services such as Garda, healthcare, education etc.
2.PRSl is used for old age pensions, job seeker’s allowance, child benefit etc.

3.USCis an income for the state. There are non-statutory deductions that are voluntarily paid by the
employees such as health insurance, union fees, club membership etc.

Key Terms to Remember:

Example: The standard rate of income tax is 20% and the higher rate is 40%. The standard rate cut-
off point is €32,800. Sandra has a gross income of €47,500 and total tax credits of €2,450. Calculate
Sandra’s net income (ignoring PRSI and USC)

Standard tax = 20% x 32800 = 6560
Income liable for higher tax = 47500 - 32800 = 14700
Higher tax = 40% x 14700 = 5880

Gross Tax = Standard tax + higher tax = 6560 + 5880 = 12440 Tax payable = gross tax - tax credit = 12440
- 2450 = 9990 Netpay=grosspay-taxpayable=47500-9990= €37,510

Compound Interest

When you invest money with a financial institution, they must pay you a charge called investment
interest (%). This will help you get returns on your investment. In order to calculate future value of

your investment we apply the followm$f0r=ml£a (_1+i) t

F = Future Value, P = Present value, i= interest rate, t = time (usually in years)
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Coordinate Geometry

x-coordinate: how far a point is from the x-axis
(horizontal distance)

y-coordinate: how far a point is from the x-axis
(vertical distance)

[Note that we always write the x-coordinate and then

the y-coordinate (x=2, y=5)]

Equation: It is a rule that must be valid for all points that are positioned on a given
line/curve.

Special cases:

If two lines are parallel, then their slopes must be equal (m =m )

I
If two lines are perpendicular, then their slopes must be inverse of each other (m =-m )
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FRENCH

Aural Comprehension Guidelines

This section is split into 7 questions in different styles which may include:
- Image-based multiple choice. Students put a tick in the correct box. This will more than
likely involve identifying what people are talking about, or where they are talking.

- Filling in information that you have heard. Complete the grid by giving details in the audio. -
Identifying the subject of the audio i.e. tick the item that is being talked about.

- Answering questions based on the information you’ve heard which may include spelling and phone
numbers. Make sure you thoroughly revise numbers and the French alphabet.

- Answering multiple choice questions based on the information you have heard.
- Ranking or putting in order pieces of information you have heard.
You will hear each aural text three times.

There is often an additional pause after the second playing.
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Exam Strategy: Aural Comprehension

Read the questions carefully and underline any keywords.

Try to predict keywords you will hear, which will prompt you towards the correct answer.
Translate the key vocabulary to help you identify the language as you hear it.

Use the pause in between each question to fill in your answers.

Never ever leave blanks.

Make sure to include all details in your answer. Let’s look at the 2022 Junior Cycle French exam. In Question 6
of the aural section, the audio is a dialogue between two people about ordering food.

Question (d): What does the man choose?
(i)for dessert? Answer: vanilla ice-cream

*If students wrote ‘ice-cream’ & left out the word ‘vanilla’, they were only awarded 1 mark out of a possible 5
marks.

(ii) to drink? Answer: fizzy water

*If students wrote ‘water’ & left out the word ‘fizzy’, they were only awarded 1 mark out of a possible 5 marks.

Reading Comprehension Guidelines

This section is split into 6 questions in different formats which may include:
-Matching, e.g. matching pictures to French descriptions and phrases.
-Reading tweets, reviews or opinions & answering multiple choice questions.

-ldentifying information in a text such as a poster, menu or timetable and answering multiple choice or
longer questions in French.

-Reading text messages and emails and answering questions about them in English.
-Some of these questions may be multiple choice type questions.

-Reading short texts about francophone places or people and answering questions about them in English.
Once again, some of these questions may be multiple choice style questions.

-Reading longer comprehensions based on topics such as the francophone world, food & hobbies and
answering questions in English. In these longer pieces, the sections are usually numbered and the
questions will direct you to the correct section.

Note that the questions are usually in the same order as the information in the text.

Pay attention to the amount of space given for the answer - this will give you a hint about how much detail
is expected. Read the questions very carefully as they will often say ‘Name one ....." or ‘Give two examples
of ...

Always read the instructions very carefully as they will tell you what language to answer the questions
in. There will be a mixture of both French & English questions.
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Exam Strategy: Reading Comprehension

Answer all questions. There is no choice given.

Read the questions first as they highlight the main ideas of the text. Underline the keywords in
each question.

Read carefully and answer all questions.

Don’t panic if you don’t understand a word, as you won’t need to understand every word in order to
complete this section successfully.

Never ever leave blanks - if you don’t know the answer, then make a good guess at it.
Practice is essential to build technique and confidence in this section.

Underline the answer when you find it in the text before you write it in the space provided. This
encourages you to focus a little more on the details required.

As already mentioned, there will be some questions in French. It is essential that you understand what
is being asked in each question. Make sure you know the meaning of the following interrogatives:

Written Production Guidelines

The writing section of the exam is split into three questions. Possible question formats include:

Question 14: Multiple choice questions that test spelling and grammar. This question is worth 14
marks.

Students should pay particular attention to verb endings, pronouns and articles. The study of
prepositions is also essential in this question.

Question 15: A short written piece, such as filling in a form.
This question is worth 30 marks in total.
The marks are divided in the following manner: Content: 16 marks & Language 16 marks

In this section, students are asked to write on general topics from the Junior Cycle Syllabus. Ensure
you have sufficient, accurate French to complete the following:

« Describe yourself

«  Write about your family

« Writing about your area

«  Writing about your house

«  Write about your school

+  Write about subjects you like & those you dislike & explain why Write about your hobbies
«  Write about food you like & food you dislike

Question 16 - A longer written piece such as a letter, email, postcard or blog.

This question is worth 36 marks in total.

Marks are awarded as follows: Content: 18 marks & Expression: 18 marks




ASHFIELD COLLEGE JUNIOR CYCLE NIGHT BEFORE NOTES 2025 Page 29

Writing about a Holiday / Trip

The following expressions can be used to write about a holiday. This is a common theme in the Junior
Cycle Syllabus. It is essential that students have thoroughly revised tenses, as they must be able to
write in the present, past & future tenses.

Je suis vraiment ravi(e) d’étre ici. > I’'m truly delighted to be here.

Je suis en vacances avec ma famille/mes amis. > I’m on holidays with my family/my friends. Je
m’amuse bien ici. > I’'m enjoying myself here.

Le temps est superbe. > The weather is superb. (Revise weather vocabulary)
Ici tout va bien. > It’s all going well here.
La cuisine est extra! > The food is great.

Il'y atant de choses a voir et a faire. > There are so many things to see and to do here. Nous
restons dans ......c....c.....e. .> We are stayingin ........... .

Nous restons dans un hotel prés de la mer. > We are staying in a hotel near the sea.

Nous avons fait beaucoup de tourisme. (Passé Composé) - We did lots of sightseeing. Ensure that
you can mention some activities in the Past, Present & Future Tenses.

Checklist after completing a written piece:

Did | complete all tasks i.e. answer all elements?

Have | included enough detail in my answer? In Question 15 (the form / questionnaire style
question), always give at least three points on each topic you are asked to write about.

Did | check all verb endings?
Are my accents used correctly?
Did I apply the rules for agreement of adjectives correctly?

Have | formed tenses correctly?

Remember: Le Passé Composé needs two parts - present of ‘avoir’ or ‘étre” + past participle Le Futur
Proche needs two parts - present of ‘aller’ + the infinitive of the verb.
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ASHFIELD COLLEGE PROGRAMMES

Two Year Full-Time
Leaving Certificate Programme

Sometimes a change is needed to help you to reach your potential. At Ashfield College, we offer an
exceptional two-year Leaving Certificate programme to make the most of 5th and 6th year for our students.

A solid foundation of preparation is a key factor in Leaving Certificate exam success. We help our students to
secure this foundation from the moment they commence our 5th Year programme.

Our students benefit from exceptional tuition from our top teachers, access to additional lesson time and
personalised academic attention. We offer a wide and varied range of subjects and timetable options, as
well as, supervised revision and study time throughout the day. Our flexible approach allows students the
option to fulfil all homework and study requirements on campus before returning home in the evening. This
provides students with the skills to create a work-life balance during those stressful exam years and enables
a more fulfilling family and social life beyond the classroom during these vital formative years.

Though undoubtedly exciting, changing schools can be a daunting prospect. At Ashfield College all 5th Years
are ‘the new student’ and a programme of social activity ensures that positive bonds and friendships are
rapidly forged. In addition to focusing on academic success we run programmes and activities to promote
social, personal and leadership skills.

6th Year & Repeat
Leaving Certificate Programmes

The final year of second-level education has an enormous impact on the direction of a person’s life. At
Ashfield College, we’ve guided many of Ireland’s most academically gifted students to success and have
enabled thousands of others to achieve results beyond their expectations. Students at Ashfield College
tell us that our unique school environment is responsible for their success.

Whether you’re aiming for maximum points, seeking to improve your overall grades or study a subject not
available in your current school, Ashfield College will equip you with the tools to achieve the best possible
performance in your state exams. Both our first time and repeat 6th year students enjoy access to one of
Ireland’s top teaching teams. Our teachers include state examiners, textbook authors and teacher trainers
that are vastly experienced and respected in their subject fields.

Our 6th Year programme delivers focused, guided syllabus tuition. We also ensure that each student
learns vital exam skills and techniques that will give them the edge in the exam hall.

All of our students benefit from our famous Ashfield manuals and study notes. Written by our teachers and
only available to Ashfield College students, our study notes are an invaluable tool in achieving Leaving

Grinds

At Ashfield College we have a long and proud tradition of providing evening and weekend Grinds
classes in a range of subjects. Our famous revision notes are offered exclusively to Grinds students

and are updated each year. They are highly prized and synonymous with success. Grinds begin in early
September each year and run throughout the school year, mirroring normal school term- time. Students
can join at any time in the academic year to maximise their chances of exam success.
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Extra Subjects

Ashfield College offers a popular programme of extra subjects on weekday evenings which enables external
students to participate in classes not available in their own schools. Studying an extra subject can make

an enormous difference to final points in the Leaving Certificate and could be the difference in achieving a
third level course of choice.

These subject classes run twice weekly to accommodate school timetables. Subject offerings are based
on availability and choices include: Arabic, Agricultural Science, Applied Maths; Business Studies (a single
two-hour class); Classical Studies; Design & Communication Graphics and Music.

Revision Course & Oral Preparation

Revision Courses take place at Christmas and Easter holiday time. In addition there are other occasional
supplemental classes throughout the year.

HPAT

The Ashfield College 12-week HPAT Preparation Course is one of the most popular course choices for
those wishing to pursue a degree in a medical field. We offer students a truly immersive preparatory and
arguably the best experience. Our experienced lecturer imparts exam techniques, pattern recognition
techniques and provides continuous practice experience to participating students. With an online delivery
option, students can attend from home and review and revise classes throughout the course period.

Our classes start in early November each year to prepare students for a February HPAT exam date. This
course books out fast so call us at 01 490- 4050 or visit our website to enrol at www.ashfieldcollege.ie
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